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February 22, 2023 
 
 
 
MPOJC 
ATTN:  Ms. Emily Bothell, Senior Transportation Planner 
410 East Washington Street 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 
 
RE: 2023 MPOJC Application for Surface Transportation Block Grant Program Funding 
 
Dear Ms. Bothell, 
 
The City of University Heights is pleased to submit an STBG application for roadway, sidewalk, and 
storm sewer work on Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue.  Please let me know if you have any questions 
or need any additional information to evaluate the application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
SHIVE-HATTERY, INC. 
  
 
 
Josiah Bilskemper, PE 
 
JDB 
 
Enc.: 2023 STBG Project Application 
 
Copy: Louise From, Mayor 
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City of University Heights  –  2023 STBG Funding Application 
 

Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue 
Preventative Maintenance and Pedestrian Improvements 

 
Project Documentation 

 
A: NARRATIVE 

Introduction 

The City of University Heights has two arterial roadways eligible for funding consideration, 
Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue.  Past federal-aid awards have been used to successfully 
construct wide sidewalks along both streets, complete panel repairs, and soon, portions of 
Melrose Avenue will be reconstructed to a complete street roadway.  As part of the MPOJC long 
range transportation plan, both Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue have been targeted for 
phases of ongoing preventative maintenance consisting primarily of street panel replacements 
and repairs or replacements of sidewalks, curb ramps and crosswalks. 

Existing Conditions 

Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue are concrete curb and gutter roadways consisting primarily 
of two travel lanes, with added turn lanes at signalized intersections.  Sunset Street has an 8-
foot walk (west) and 4-foot walk (east).  Melrose Avenue has an 8-foot walk (north) and 4-foot 
walk (south).  Traffic counts from 2018 show Sunset Street is 5,400 AADT and Melrose Avenue 
is 13,400 AADT (Iowa DOT 2018 Annual Average Daily Traffic Map – University Heights). 

Project Concept 

The project continues preventative maintenance consisting of replacing sections of deteriorating 
street panels, reconstruction of intersection curbs and ramps to maintain ADA compliant 
crosswalks, and replacement of sidewalk sections that are cracked, uneven, or exhibit out of 
compliance cross-slopes.  Damaged storm sewer intakes adjacent deteriorated pavement will 
be repaired or replaced with the work, and utility manholes within new pavement will be 
adjusted and set securely within the pavement to reduce differential settlement. 

Project Justification 

Sunset Street is the north-south arterial, and Melrose Avenue is the east-west arterial.  Both 
streets function as main transportation routes (vehicular, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit) 
through University Heights serving the City of Iowa City, the University of Iowa and adjacent UI 
Hospitals and Clinics.  Deteriorating panels and potholes have been addressed with patching 
material, but the condition of many of these panels need full replacement instead of patching. 

The Sunset Street corridor has 36 curb ramps and approximately 3,700 LF of sidewalk.  The 
Melrose Avenue corridor has 25 curb ramps and approximately 6,000 LF of sidewalk.  It is 
anticipated that two curb ramps will need replacement at the time of funding to maintain ADA 
compliance.  Similarly, it is anticipated that roughly 5% of the sidewalk length will need panel 
replacement to eliminate trip hazards, out of compliance cross-slopes, or drainage issues. 
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B / C: MAP and SKETCH PLAN 
 

Refer to attached location map that delineates the maintenance corridor for Sunset Street and 
Melrose Avenue, which includes the full length of each street within the city limits. 
 
The proposed work does not redesign roadway geometry or build new facilities.  Therefore, the 
street replacement work will be designed in accordance with SUDAS Design Standards Section 
7040 (Pavement Rehabilitation), and in general utilizing the typical layouts found in SUDAS 
Figure 7040.101 (Full Depth PCC Patches) for this type of work. 
 
There are no known environmentally sensitive areas expected for this type of project. 

 
D: ITEMIZED COSTS 
 

Refer to attached concept opinion of probable project costs. 
 
E: TIME SCHEDULE 
 

Funds Available (Approx.): October 2027 
Design Process:  Spring 2027 – Fall 2027 
Property/Easement Acquisition: N/A 
Bidding:   Winter 2027 
Construction:   Spring 2028 – Fall 2028 

 
F: OFFICIAL ENDORSEMENT 

 
University Heights City Council Resolution No. 23-04 (attached). 
 

G: LETTER OF SUPPORT (SCENIC OR HISTORIC BYWAY BOARD) 
 

Not applicable to this project. 
 
H: NARRATIVE – PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS 
 

The City of University Heights has for several years targeted these needed roadway panel and 
sidewalk curb ramp replacements as part of the MPOJC Long Range Plan for the anticipated 
construction window of 2022-2030.  The curb ramp replacements have been discussed during 
annual budgeting meetings and as part of progress updates on the work to compete the 
transition plan to address all curb ramps in the City. 

 
I: MINORITY IMPACT STATEMENT 
 

The Minority Impact Statement is attached. 







ITEM DESCRIPTION UNIT QUANTITY UNIT COST EXTENDED COST

1 REMOVE AND REPLACE, 10-INCH PCC PAVEMENT WITH SUBBASE PANEL 40 4,700$                188,000$                 

2 REMOVE AND REPLACE, INTERSECTION CORNER CURB RAMP AND PAVEMENT EACH 2 25,000$              50,000$                   

3 REMOVE AND REPLACE, STORM SEWER PIPE AND CURB INTAKES EACH 2 12,250$              24,500$                   

4 REMOVE AND REPLACE, 6-INCH PCC SIDEWALK PANELS SY 270 90$                     24,300$                   

5 MANHOLE ADJUSTMENT, MAJOR EACH 4 3,500$                14,000$                   

6 TRAFFIC CONTROL LS 1 18,000$              18,000$                   

7 MOBILIZATION LS 1 20,000$              20,000$                   

8 EROSION CONTROL / SWPPP / SODDING LS 1 8,000$                8,000$                     

9 CONSTRUCTION SURVEY LS 1 8,000$                8,000$                     

Subtotal Construction = 355,000$               

10% Contingency = 36,000$                 

OPINION OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COST = 391,000$               

Engineering, Legal, Admin (20%) = 79,000$                 

Easements / Acquisitions = -$                       

Utility Relocation = -$                       

TOTAL OPINION OF PROBABLE PROJECT COST = 470,000$               

DESCRIPTION: Work includes continued preventative maintenance on Sunset Street and Melrose Avenue including replacement of deteriorating concrete roadway 
panels, refinishing manhole tops in paving, reconstructing curb ramps to be ADA compliant, replacement of storm sewer intakes adjacent the repair work, and 
replacement of damaged or out of compliance sidewalk sections.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS

SUNSET STREET AND MELROSE AVENUE PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE AND PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS

( WITHIN CITY LIMITS )

OPINION OF PROBABLE CONSTRUCTION COSTS
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